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7. Conservative Government, i858-i85<)
Prime Minister: Earl of Derby.
Leader of the House of Commons: Mr Disraeli.

On the resignation of Lord Palmerston, the Queen sent for Lord Derby,
who asked for time for consideration, seeing that (as he said with some
exaggeration) he had a majority of two to one against him in the House of
Commons. The Prince Consort saw Lord Clarendon, and, as a result, came
to the conclusion that Palmerston's resignation was to be taken seriously.
Accordingly, the Queen asked Derby to form a Government. He approached
Lord Grey and Mr Gladstone, but they refused to join. He therefore formed
a wholly Conservative Government. By adroit management in the House of
Commons, the Government continued until the spring of 1859, when it was
defeated on the Reform Bill and advised a dissolution. As a result of the
election the Conservative force in the House of Commons was increased, but
not by enough to give the Government a clear majority over a united
Opposition. As in 1852, Opposition created union, and attempts by the
Government to take in Palmerston or Gladstone were unsuccessful. An
agreed amendment to the Address was proposed and carried, and the
Government resigned.
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8. Liberal Government^ i85$-i865

Prime Minister: Viscount Palmerston.

Lord Palmerston and Lord John Russell had agreed, before the defeat of
Lord Derby's Government, that if either of them was sent for by the Queen,
the other would serve under him. The Queen had, however, already informed
Lord Granville that she regarded him as the leader of the Liberal party. When
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